the contradiction in the means and ends of Soviet foreign aid
were cited as reasons for the cutback/'6 The Soviets thereafter
appeared to place greater stress on "common interests" as a cri-
terion for aid and sought to establish firmer control over regimes
which, like Nasser's, had by that time appeared to have gone be-
yond the point of retreat in their conflict with the West. For
example, the new Soviet arms shipment to Egypt clearly served a
common interest: it enabled Nasser to continue his war in Yemen,
while simultaneously enabling the Soviets to maintain their in-
fluence in Yemen with the opportunities it offered for penetrat-
ing East Africa and the Persian Gulf region.67
The danger of Chinese competition in the Middle East also
made it seem advisable to the Soviet Union to replace the merely
voluntary engagement of the "neutralist" countries of the region
with more solid ties. The Chinese were, in fact, competing with
the Russians for influence and friends among the Arabs.68 China
pressed her case by supporting liberation wars, particularly those
to which the Soviet Union seemed to hesitate to commit herself,
such as the Palestine Liberation Movement.160 To befriend the
Arabs, China also offered prospects of gainful trade and em-
GG Marshall L Goldman, Soviet Foreign Aid, New York, 1967, p. 197,
67 Arnold Hottinger, "Moscow's influence in the Arab World", Swiss
Review of World Affairs, vol. 15, April, 1965, pp. 11-12.    According to
a press report from Cairo in May 1966, the Soviets had about 1,000
technicians  and medical personnel in   republican Yemen and   strongly
backed the Egyptian military presence there, Christian Science Monitor,
12 May 1966, p. 1.
68 The Arabs on their part appeared to be anxious to preserve contacts
with China since  they apprehended that as a result of the Sino-Soviet
conflict, the Russians might be compelled to take the side of the West
publicly.    Al Akhbar, Cairo, 4 September   1963, cited in International
Studies  15n.,  p.  366.
s* The Chinese leaders have long used the Palestine issue to turn the
Arabs against the West and the Soviet Union, thus enlisting them as a
'special force* in the latent basic struggles which centre on the Taiwan
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